The Harlem Renaissance

The Har 31
b ‘:-'m Renaisgance was an African American cultural movement of the 1920s and early 1930s that
ntered in the Harlem neighborhood of New York City.

I:;::::t': i:etr;:ssm:ce E:'IETSEd amid social and intellectual upheaval in the African American

middle class had dear ¥ 207 century. Several factors laid the groundwork for the movement. A black

employment o e"9|°!_’ed by thc‘e turn of the century, fostered by increased education and

as the Great M‘i’pr":““‘t'es following the American Civil War (1861-1865). During a phenomenon known

Hebre et ruralgsa on, hundred:s of thousands of black Americans moved from an economically

Se i creO:lth to industrial cities of the North to take advantage of the employment

1 New Yoros ne:hid by World War I. As more and more educated and socially conscious blacks settled

Aot Eqush B orhood of Harlem, it developed into the political and cultural center of black

o A i V_lmportant, dl.zring th-e 1910s a new political agenda advocating racial equality arose in

Bl Rivtcn :"can C?mm'umty, particular in its growing middle class. Championing the agenda were
nd sociologist W.E.B. DuBois and the National Association for the Advancement of

Colored People (NAACP), which was founded in 1909 to advance the rights of blacks.

African American literature and arts had begun a steady development just before the turn of the century
with the production of art, music, poetry and novels but never as much as during the Harlem
Renaissance. During this time, African American literature and arts flourished. The Harlem Renaissance
had a profound impact on American culture. It gave African Americans something to be proud of, to
learn from, and to build upon.

Information from: hitp://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia

1. Write a sentence that best describes the main idea of the above article.

2. What was the cause of the Harlem Renaissance?

L
\

Was this movement's effect on African Americans positive or negative? CITE SPECIFIC EVIDENCE
FROM THE TEXT TO SUPPORT YOUR ANSWER.

Circle at least five words from this text that are new/unfamiliar to you. Using context clues,

write their meaning in the margin.
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